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All of the rumours are collected among refugees passing through Europe. By identifying misinformation and hearsay and responding to 
it with relevant, factual information, NewsThatMoves aims to keep the refugee population at the forefront of our communication response.

Things can change quickly.  

Check newsthatmoves.org 
for news you can use.

Got a question?
Ask us on newsthatmoves.org 
Also on Facebook.com/newsthatmoves

For more information: 
https://newsthatmoves.org/en/eu-30000-to-be-relocated-

by-2017/

Rumour #5
People will get relocation fast, within the next 2 months.“ ”

Answer
Recently relocation has been processed much faster 
than previously experienced, but the pace of transfers 
remains generally slow and there are no indications 
that all relocation candidates will be transferred from 
Greece within the next few months. Over 1,200 people 
were relocated in the month of September 2016, with 
nearly 6,000 relocated since October 2015. According 
to EU estimates, there are still approximately 30,000 
relocation candidates still in Greece. The European 
Union hopes to relocate all of them by the end of 2017 

“if Member States step up their efforts.”

For more information: 
http://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Qandanswers_

ENG_Sep1_final.pdf

Rumour #2
Many refugees were able to visit other Europe-
an countries after getting the Greek residency.“ 

”
Answer

Asylum seekers are not allowed to travel from Greece 
to other European countries. Once you have been 
granted international protection in Greece you will be 
able to visit other European countries for a maximum 
of three months in every six-month period. This will 
not happen until you have been through the full reg-
istration of your application for asylum, have had your 

interview and have been granted asylum.

For more information: 
http://asylo.gov.gr/en/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/RELOCA-

TION_EN.pdf

Rumour #1
The countries where some of the refugees 
will be relocated are being chosen by Greece.“ 

”
Answer

In deciding to which country a relocation candidate 
can be relocated, the Greek Asylum Service will take 
into consideration several criteria. These criteria in-
clude vulnerability of the asylum seeker, whether the 
asylum seeker has relatives in an EU member state, 
and the asylum seeker’s language skills. Other fac-
tors taken into account include the number of places 
available in countries participating in the program and 
the profile of the relocation candidate. EASO has been 
assisting the Greek authorities by identifying people 
who may be relocated and by collecting the correct 
information required by different countries in the re-

location programme. 

For more information: 
https://newsthatmoves.org/en/qa-full-registration-fingerprints/

Rumour #3
My son lives in Germany and he is under the age of 18 years. 
Ηis lawyer called me and she said that in two or three years 
we will move to Germany. Now if we go to the interview of 
this pre-registration in Greece, and for sure they will take 
our fingerprint, is there any problem if they take fingerprint?

“ 

”
Answer

If you wish to be moved to another European country to 
be with your children, you must fully register and apply 
for family reunification with the Greek Asylum Service. 
During your registration appointment your fingerprints 
will be taken. This is required from those who wish to 
seek asylum in order to legally transfer from one Eu-
ropean country to another. Fingerprinting is mandatory 
for asylum seekers in all European Union countries, 

including Greece.

For more information:
http://asylo.gov.gr/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/

W001-4-Family-Reunification-Poster.pdf

Rumour #4
When the two parents live in Europe their 
children can apply for family reunifica-
tion even if they are above 18 years old.

“ 
”

Answer
According to information from the Greek Asylum Ser-
vice, if you are over 18 years old you can ask to join 
your spouse or your child who is not yet an adult, if 
the child is living legally in another European coun-
try. In some rare cases European countries may con-
sider family reunification between family members 
who do not meet the usual requirements. Often this 
is because of serious health issues. You are eligible 
to apply for family reunification if you are an adult 
and your husband/wife or unaccompanied child is 
living legally in another European country. If you are 
an unaccompanied child you can ask to be reunited 
with your mother/father, sister/brother, aunt/aunt, or 

grandmother/grandfather. 


